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uniform taxation until such time as

better system is evolved for this State
While ultimate industrial expansion seems
assured in Western Australia, its economic
destiny is governed by our legislative
efforts, seeing that our economic destiny
has its influence on the welfare of the
community. Each and every one of us
go towards making up that community.
History and statistics will show that in-
dustrial expansion alone does not raise the
standard of living of the community. Far
from it! The position is usually the re-
verse. In big industrialised cities, poverty
and riches go hand in hand. While the
economic destingy of one section is
strengthened, it is usually at the expense
of other sections, which is something that
has to be avoided in Western Australia.

Admittedly, there will always bhe dis-
crepancies in the financial circumstances
of individuals, but any extremism in that
regard has to be avoided. So today I feel
proud to be a supporter of a Government
which has for its purpose the welfare of
the people. I am proud that it is bringing
down legislation in support of that prin-
ciple, introducing legislation for the con-
tinuance of price-control, which is an
important factor in arresting abnormal
fluctuation, and legislation to amend the
Industrial Arbitration Act, the Workers’
Compensation Act, the Factories and
Shops Act and other industrial enact-
ments. All these measures are necessary
to promote industrial harmony, and with-
out industrial harmony we cannot have
economic security. Therefore, I shall be
very pleased to make available to the Gov-
ernment the knowledge I may be able to
add to that of other members who will
speak during the debates on those sub-

jects.

Mr. HEAL {(West
second the motion.

Perth): I formally

On motion by Hon. D. Brand, debate.

adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT-—SPECIAL.

THE PREMIER (Hon. A. B. G. Hawke—
Northam): 1 move—

That the House at its rising adjourn
till 4.30 p.m. on Tuesday, the 1llth
August.

Question put and passed.
House adjourned at 4.14 p.m.

Wegislative Connril
Tuesday, 1ith August, 1953.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
pm., and read prayers.

AUDITOR GENERAL'S REPORT.
Section ‘'B”, 1952.

The PRESIDENT: I have received from
the Auditor General a copy of Section “B”
of his report on the Treasurer's statement
of the Public Accounts for the financial
year ended the 30th June, 1952. It will
be laid on the Table of the House.

CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES.

On motion by the Chief Secretary,
resolved:
That Hon. W. R. Hall be elected
Chairman of Committees.

QUESTIONS.

S.P. BETTING.
As to Fines for Offences.

Hon. J. Mcl. THOMSON asked the
Chief Secretary:

(1) What was the total amount of
money received by way of fines from
starting price bookmakers for the finan-
cial year ended the 30th June, 1953%

(2) What was the amount received for
similar offences for the same period from
the police courts of—

{a) Perth;
(b) Fremantle;
{¢) Midland Junction?

(3) What amounts were
the following towns—

{a) Albany;
{b) Bunbury;
(c) Geraldton;
(d) Collie;

(e) Kalgoorile;
{f) Boulder?

received from
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(4) What was the total amount received
from within the following areas:—

(a) Mt. Barker to York;
(b} Northam to Coolgardie;
(¢} Brunswick Junction to Pinjarra;

(d) Mullewa-Mingenew to Goomal-
ling-Gingin?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:

It will be necessary to collate the infor-
mation requested and the clerks of courts
in the centres mentioned have been re-
quested to furnish details. The infor-
mation will be supplied to hon. member
as soon as it is available.

TRAM AND BUS SERVICES.
As to Fares and Week-end Surcharge.

Hon. C. H. SIMPSON asked the Chief
Secretary:

(1) What has been the effect of the
Government’s action in reducing the
week-end penny surcharge on Government
bus and tram fares?

(2) Has this contributed towards the
increasing losses on Government buses and
trams as revealed in the Press?

(3) Alternatively, has there been a com-
pensating gain on week-end trafic in
extra earnings or passenger journeys?

(4) If so, to what extent?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:

(1) Reduction in the cost of week-end
travel to tram and bus travellers and loss
of revenue to the Government.

(2) Yes. It was never anticipated that
the amount of increased patronage re-
ceived as the result of the abolition of the
week-end surcharge would compensate for
the loss of revenue, The imposition of a
penalty on week-end travellers is con-
sidered to be bad in policy. If the penalty
rates incurred on wages are to be recouped,
it should be done by an overall charge
during the week and not confined to week-
end travellers.

(3) The number of week-end passenger
journeys has not increased, but this could
be attributed to the exceptionally rainy
week-ends which have been experienced
over the last three months.

(4) Answered by No. 3.

RAILWAYS.

As to Extra Suburban Services, Cost and
Revenue.

Hon. C. H. SIMPSON asked the Chief
Secretary:

(1) How many extra trains have been
restored te the suburban rail services since
the Government took office?

(2) Has this increased number of trains
resulted in extra patronage, and if so, to
what extent?

(3) What is the extra cost of running
the increased services?

(4) Is it estimated that the extra
revenue {(if any) has offset the extra run-
ning costs?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:

(1) 360 weekly.

(2) Yes, an average of 124 per cent.

(3) On present costs, £2,155 per week.

(4) No, but the position should improve
after the winter months with further im-

provement with the introduction of the
diesel railcars later this financial year.

TRAFFIC ACT.
As to Reprinting Regulations.

Hon. H. K. WATSON asked the Chief
Secretary:

(1) Is he aware—

(a) that a print of the current traffic
regulations is unobtainable at the
Government Printing Office;

(b) that members of the legal pro-
fession and the general public are
unable conveniently {o procure
anywhere a copy of the traffic
regulations as now current?

(2) Will the Government see that steps
are taken immediately to remedy this ex-
tracordinary position so that the general
public and their legal advisers may readily
ascertain their rights and duties under
the regulations?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:
(1} Yes.

(2} The regulations are being redrafted
and consolidated with a JYiew to reprinting
as soon as possible.

PARLIAMENTARY SUPERANNUA-
TION FUND.

Appointment of Trustees.

On motion by the Chief Secretary. re-
solved:

That pursuant te the provisions of
the Parliamentary Superannuation
Act, 1948-1951, the Legislative Council
hereby appoints the President and
Hon. 8Sir Charles Latham to be
trustees of the Parliamentary Super-
annuation Fund,

MOTION—CONDOLENCE.
Late Hon. A. A. M, Coverley, M.L.A.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. Q.
Fraser—West): I move—

That this House place on record its
sincere appreciation of the services to
the State by the late Hon. Aubrey
Augustus Michael Coverley as member
for Kimberley in the Legislative As-
sembly and as a Minister of the
Crown, and express deep sympathy
with his widow and family in the
irreparable loss they have sustained
by his decease; and that the Presi-
dent be asked to convey the foregoing
to his widow.
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The late Mr. Coverley was elected member
for Kimberley on the 5th April, 1924, and
remained member for that area until his
death on the 19th Maych, 1953— a matter
of 29 years. During his period in Parlia-
ment, he was appointed Minister for the
North-West in 1939, and Minister for
Forests on the 9th December, 1943, and
he held both portfolios until the resigna-
tion of the Wise Government on the 1st
April, 1947.

The late Mr. Coverley was born in
Bridgetown, so that he was a true West-
ern Ausiralian. He served for many years
in the postal department and was a mem-
ber of the armed forces in the 1914-18
war, serving in Gallipoli and Palestine.
After he returned from the war he re-
sumed his duties with the postal depart-
ment and remained with that department
until he entered Parliament in 1924. From
that time onwards most members had
some association with him.

I met the late hon. member prior to the
time he entered Parllament and I learned
to respect him. Bob Coverley was a most
outspoken chap and he did not care
whether his remarks offended the person
to whom he was speaking; in other words,
he was not a fellow who hedged in any
shape or form. While he was a member of
Parllament he rendered a great service to
the people in his constituency and Bob
Coverley will be missed by many people,
particularly our native population, because
throughout his life-time he did every-
thing possible to improve the conditions
of those people. On behalf of the House
I desire to extend to his widow and family
the sympathy that we all feel in the pass-
ing of a very worthy son of Western Aus-
tralia.

HON. C. H. SIMPSON (Midland):
On my own behalf, and on behalf of mem-
bers of the L.C L. in this Chamber, I would
like to support the remarks of the Chief
Secretary. I did not have the opportunity
of coming into intimate contact with the
late Mr. Coverley but I did have the privi-
lege of meeting him on a number of oc-
casions and I formed the impression that
he was a most pleasant man to meet.
Also, I know that he was held in high re-
gard by members of another place. Any
man who has occupied a high position as
a Minister of the Crown, irrespective of
his portfolio, has carried a heavy load of
responsibility, and that imposes a severe
strain on him. Mr. Coverley is probably
another man who suffered hecause of this
strain and as a result his health declined.
I am sure that there are other members
who have had a longer association with
Mr. Coverley, and perhaps they would like
to say something on their own account.

HON. SIR CHARLES LATHAM (Cen-
tral}: I wish to associate myself with
the remarks made by the Chief Sec-

retary. I was a member of another place
when the late Mr. Coverley entered Par-
liament in 1924, his election having fol-
lowed upon the retirement of Mr. M. P.
Durack. I agree with the Chief Secretary
when he says that the late Mr. Coverley
served his electorate well, It is a difficult
district to serve, especially when one con-
siders the enormous problems associated
with the North and the large areas that
have to be covered. However, the late Mr.
Coverley did not neglect his northern
constituency and because of that he was
always returned either unopposed or with
little opposition. He was a good soldier
and a good sport and I have happy re-
collections of my own association with
him in another place.

HON. C. W. D. BARKER (North):
I would like to associate myself with
the motion. I knew Mr, Coverley per-
sonally from the time I arrived in this
country. He was held in high regard by
every man, woman and child in the Kim-
berleys and was known personally to all
of them, even the natives. They, too,
held him in high esteem. His passing has
been a great loss to the people of the
Kimberleys and he will be & hard man
to replace. The best tribute I can pay to
Bob is to say, “He was a good cobber.”

THE MINISTER FOR NORTH-WEST
(Hon. H. C. 8Strickland—North): I,
too, would like to associate myself with
the motion because I was in close con-
tact with the late Mr, Coverley over the
past score or more years., He was a par-
ticular friend or, I should say, mate of
mine; he was a true and staunch mate,
if I may use the term, and was always
there whenever he was required. He will
be greatly missed, particularly in the
Kimberleys, by workers, businessmen,
pastoralists and people in all walks of
life. ©Over the years I have spent some
time touring through the Kimberleys and
I have never heard one person condemn
the late hon. member as & man. That
is something of which his family in par-
ticular can be proud. He was one of the
most. highly respected personages in the
Kimberley areas and it is with great re-
gret that we, as members of this Par.
liament, ate called upon to pass this
motion.

THE PRESIDENT: Before putting
the motion I would like to add my tri-
bute, along with those passed hy other
members, to the late Mr. Coverley. As
has been pointed out, he was always a
good member and carried a load of re-
sponsibility, even during the time when
his health was not of the best. Our sym-
pathy goes out to his widow and f{amily
and, therefore, I ask members t0 support
the motion that has been moved.

Question passed; members standing.
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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Second Day.
Debate resumed from the 6th August.

HON. SIR CHARLES LATHAM (Cen-
tral} [5.0]1: May 1 offer my congratula-
tions to the Chlief Secretary for his ap-
pointment to the office he now holds? He
is, of course, not new to politics by any
stretch of imagination. He has served
in this House for very many years and
I am perfectly satisfied that in his new
post, representing the party he does, he
will render good service to that party and
that this House will be very pleased with
his association here. He has always
shown a friendly feeling towards mem-
bers who have views opposite to his own
and, with the added responsibility he now
carries, I feel sure the pleasure of this
House will not be disturbed by any action
he might take.

I also want to offer my congratulations
to Hon. H. C. Strickland who has also
been appointed to ministerial status. Mr.
Strickland is very fortunate; he has not
heen very long in this House and he must
be an outstanding man in the opinion of
his party for its members to have pro-
moted him to the responsible position he
now holds. Those who had the responsi-
bility of electing him were convinced, I
dzresay, that his knowledge of the North
would help materially and, no doubt, the
North will have very good representation.
I also hope that this will apply te the rest
of the State as well., I feel sure we will

be very happy indeed under their con-

trol and I offer both Ministers my con-
gratulations.

To my friend Mr. Griffith, who is a
newcomer in this House, I also want to
offer my congratulations. It is not very
often that a member is defeated in an-
other place and immediately says, *“All
right, there is another vacancy,” then ap-
plies himself to the task as he has done
and gets elected to this House. One out-
standing matter which came to my notice
regarding the election of Mr. Griffith was
the high esteemn in which he was held by
the electors of the district he represented.
They showed distinctly by the number
of votes they cast in his favour that he
had served them well. I hope that when
he seeks re-election, he will also find that
the province he now represents will have
the same confildence in him as did the
electors of Canning when he first con-
tested that electorate.

I can assure the hon. member that
this House is different from another place.
I have had experience there myself. The
hon. member will find that the work here
is not so hard as it is in another place,
and that it is not so difficult to con-
vinge the Ministers here as it is down
there! I am speaking personally; I am
very easily led astray by members, but
I feel sure the hon. member will find
that the Chief Secretary and the Minis-
ter for the North-West will give him all

the assistance they can, as will all the
other members in this House, and that he
will be able to do a great deal more for
the province he now represents than he
was for his electorate of Canning. I wel-
come him to this House and although
some of us are much older than he is, I
feel sure he will get all the assistance he
requires.

Then again I would like to join the
Government in paying tribute to those
men who have gone to their eternal rest
since we last met. I refer to Sir Hal Cole-
batch, Mr. Kitson, and Mr. Sydney Stubbs.
All were at one time members of this
House. Mr. Stubbs started in this Cham-
ber before he went into another place
where he served for quite a long period.
These men gave a great many years of
their lives in the interests of their electors
and the welfare of this State. I think we
can recall to memory many of the great
things that were achieved while they
were in the official positions they held
and the contributions they made will no
doubt leave their mark on the history of
Australia.

Like other members, I am also very de-
lighted indeed that we are to have a
visit next year from the reigning Mon-
arch. It will be one of the outstanding
events in the history of Australia. It will
be the first time it has been done, and
I feel sure we will all join with the Gov-
ernment in seeing that Her Majesty, while
she is here, will have some opportunity
of getting to know the Australian people
and of seeing our country as it is. At
the same time I hope we will fully realise
that she is a very young woman with
family responsibilities as well as the re-
sponsibilities of her Dominions, and I
hope we will not make her task too hard
while she is here. I find we are inclined
to bring distinguished visitors into the
country and then harass them by wanting
them to see this, that and the other. I
trust we will be moderate in that direc-
tion so that Her Majesty will leave Aus-
tralia with happy memories and with no
sense of fatigue arising from the demands
made upon her.

I do not often compliment members of
the Opposition because I think they are
well able to look after themselves. But,
after having read the Speech of His
Excellency the Governor, I would like to
compliment the Government, because I
feel it constituted a commendation of the
actions of the past Government. I think it
was splendid. From the beginning to the end
of ihat speech the past Government was
commended and eveh if some of its own
supporters have failed to do so, the pre-
sent Government has, in effect, said, “Well
done, thou good and faithful servant.” Of
course, we do not expect the present Gov-
ernment to have carried out an over-
whelming number of achievements, be-
cause it has only been in office for a very
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little while. During that period the Pre-
mier has been away on an important mis-
sion to the Old Country, namely, to attend
the Coronation ceremony; and the re-
maining Ministers have heen overworked.

The Government will, I feel sure, ap-
preciate the difficulty in obtaining money;
Ministers will find it is not easy to get.
In fact, I hope that members on both
sides of the House will realise the difficulty
involved in obtaining sufficient finance.
When we secure that money, I hope we
will see that it is carefully spent. I pro-
pose to give some figures which to me are
very illuminating. I came across them
while trying to find something to talk
about. I would not like to have stood
up and merely ,commended the last Gov-
ernment for what it did; there is no
necessity to do that, because it is already
contained in the Governor’s Speech. It
would have been a waste of time.

Hon. G. Bennetts: It had a good bank-
ing account when it came into office.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: It is
nice to know the former Government had
a good banking account. The hon. member
will be able to tell the Government that
it started off with a very good bank
balance. I think Mr. Bennetis is a little
new in his ideas in that respect. He has
been here a considerable time but he
surely does not believe that there is an
abundance of money in the Treasury just
before the end of the year.

On looking through the Governor’s
Speech I am a little concerned that there
is not a great deal of mention as t{o the
proposals of the Government for the de-
velopment of the country districts—areas
away from the metropolis and the pro-
vincial towns. The population is growing
very rapidly in these areas—I mean in
the metropolitan area and the towns—
and we have now more people in the City
of Perth than we have outside it. We are,
of course, anxious to encourage—and we
should be anxious to encourage—indus-
trial concerns. But we also have to remem-
ber that we have to feed the city and fown
folk. They cannot be fed without the

help of the people in the country districts. .

I refer to those engaged in developing
the pastoral holdings, the agricultural
areas and the dairying disiricts.

So, irrespective of what the Labour
Party’s views are, in striving to improve
the industrial concerns, it will have to be
very careful to attract people to the
cournttry and more particularly to try to
keep there ithose who are already in the
rural districts. We offer inducements for
people to come to the metropelitan area,
but it will be a very sad day if we cannot
feed ourselves. Last year and the year
before we had to import butter from the
Eastern States. We have areas suitable here
for the expansion of the dairying industry,
and no such importations should have
been necessary. The other day I read of

. the South-West.

a proposal for the establishment of a
thousand dairy farms. I am not going to
object to that.

Hon. G. Benneits: There is plenty of
room in the Esperance district.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: There
are a number of substandard farms that
should be brought to the required stan-
dard. That is what I am concerned about.
The reply will probably be, “You were
Minister for Agriculture for a year. Why
did you not do something about it?" Well,
I think now that Labour members have
accepted ministerial responsibility, they
will find that a year goes hy very rapidly,
and it is amazihg how slow is the ma-

- chinery of politics, More often than not,

after going ahead with some ides one finds
that the financial position does not permit
of its completion. I do hope that some-
thing will be done for these people on
substandard farms.

I have engaged in dairying, and I know it;
is exacting work. But it is not hard work.
Clearing land involves much harder work
than does dairying. Although one has
to work long hours in the dairying -in-
dustry, there is money in it. I do not
want to see the young children of dairy
farmers get up at 3 or 4 o'clock in the
morning in order to milk the cows. There
is no necessity for it. We have machines
for that purpose. Most of the work is
now done by mechanical means and dairy-
ing is an easier proposition than it was
in the old days. But we have land in
We have quite a num-
ber of substandard farms. We have im-
proved a considerable proportion of therm.,
but it looks as though the Government has
to do everything. We will not build up a
very virile community if folk are permitted
to run to the Government for everything.
I hope that these people will be encour-
aged to do a great deal for themselves,
realising that they have a valuable asset.

While I was in the South-West not
leng ago, I made inquiries about land
values and I am ashamed to think that
such high prices are being asked for some
of the farms down that way. There are
properties that have changed from dairy-
ing to horse-breeding at a very high rate,
I asked people in the distriet what they
thought the values of some of the sub-
standard farms would be, and they were
far in excess of their earning capacity
today. It will not be easy to transfer
some of those properties to other people
because would-be purchasers will need to
have behind them a substantial sum of
money to enable them to aequire the land.

There is another matter mentioned in
the Governor's Speech concerning which
I would like to issue a warning to the
Government. I refer to the assistance be-
ing given to prospectors. In the main,
the prospector of today is totally different
from the prospector of the past. There
are a few of the old chaps still left on
the Goldficlds—I see them myself from
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time to time—who have a great confidence
in their ability to locate gold if they only
have a little help. That is the sort of
spirit that has been responsible for win-
ning gold for us. But there is a new type
of prospector on the 'flelds, who, I am
told, is receiving assistance from the Gov-
ernment and at the same time working
for other people.

These prospectors are now being of-
fered from £4 10s. to £5 10s. per week. I
have no objection to that so long as the
men are genuine prospectors, but I con-
sider there should be some supervision in
order to ensure that we recelve some value
for the money expended. I do not mean
to say that we should stand up and de-
clare that they have to find a goldmine
or a silvermine or some other kind of
mine, hecause after all it is a question of
Juck. But I do want to see them go out
into districts where there is a prospect of
finding minerals and devote their time to
prospecting those areas.

Recently I was on the Goldflelds and
saw some of the old chaps still plugging
away and feeling quite confident that they
would strike something. Some of them
do so. I would refer to the Camel Paddock
out from Coolgardie as an indication of
what might be found. But if we are going
to provide £5 10s. a week to help pros-
pectors, there must be some supervision
to ensure that at least a good portion
of their time is spent on prospecting.

I have been looking at some figures con-
cerning the indebtness of this Sitate and
I am very concerned at the way in which
it is growing. I had a theory when I
entered Parliament some years ago that
we could g0 on borrowing money and all
we had to do to enable us to carry our
financial respensibilities was to build up
our population. I now propose to submit
fleures to show that the more people we
have, the heavier becomes the debt they
have to shoulder and the greater the
liabilities they are required to carry.

If members have time, I commend
to them a perusal of a document
issued by the Government Statistician
called '"Statistical Review' This gives
an indication of the progress in West-
ern Australia from 1829 to 1952, 1
want to show, by quoting from that
publication, what has happened in the last
seven years with regard to our popula-
tion, which increased during that period
by 123,795, a 25 per cent. increase since
1945. In that year the figure was 490,088.
When this return for the year 1951-52
was issued, the population had grown to
614,483. During that period the arrivals
numbered 490,878. They included returnegd
soldiers, sailors and airmen and migrants.
‘The number of departures during the
‘period was 428,612, almost equal to the
population of seven years ago.

It will be seen that there is a terrific
movement of population to and from the
State. The increase by immigration from

- tremely busy time.

1945 to 1952 was 62,266. I want to point
out how the population moves in this
State and how slowly it grows in reality,
and the number of people that come and
go from one State to another and over-
sea. I took out the figures to discover
what the financial position was. It is
indicated that from 1945 to 1952 our
revenue increased by £20,592,938 and our
loan indebtedness by £42,393,881. I want
the House to remember those figures.
They and the increase of population
which has taken place during the period,
have proved erroneous the idea we had
that by building up our population we
would ensure that our indebtedness would
remain more or less static and would be
spread over the community on a popula-
tion basis so that it would be easier for
all of us.

The approximate net indebtedness of
our population during that period of
seven years increased by £33 per head.
When I look back to the depression period
and remember that our total expenditure
then was £9,000,000, I wonder what is
happening to¢ all the money we recelve
today. Are we getting value for it? Are
we not doing something to depreciate our
currency? Although this House has no
responsibility for filnance, members have
an obligation fo the people they repre-
sent, who have to find the money to meet
the indebtedness we incur. I am not sure
that it would not be a very wise thing—
and I ask the Government to give con-
sideration to the matter and wish that the
Chief Secretary would listen to me—to
set up a public accounts committee such
as those in existence in the Common-
wealth Parliament and in other States.

I know that Ministers have an ex-
There may be an odd
one like the Minister for the North-West
who has not much to do, but I think
that he will be landed with a little more
responsibility shortly. He may have some
spare time on his hands at the moment,
but the Chief Secretary has none and
neither have the other Ministers of the
Crown. The Minister for the North-West
is the junior member of the Ministry and
the Government has treated him kindly
for a start. But it will throw added
responsibility on to him, and he will find
that he has a fairly full-time job if he
takes on some of the portfolios which I
understand may be allotted to him.

In the circumstances, it is impossible
for Ministers to give sufficient considera-
tion to the finances of this State. I know
it will be asked, “What are the officers
doing?’' That is what I want to know.
There is, of course, the Auditor General
and he has a staff; but it is not his respon-
sibility to see that we obtain value for our
money. His task 15 to see that the funds
are used in the way authorised by Par-
liament and to ensure that there are no
defalcations. He 1s an officer of Parlia-
ment and is supposed to see that our in-
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structions regarding finance are carried
out. I suggest to the Government—though
I do not know whether any other member
here will endorse the proposal—that it
would be very helpful if there were some
body appointed to dive into some of these
matters and inquire into complaints of
how money and materials are being
wasted In order to see whether something
cannot be done to ensure that we obhtain
greater value for the indebtedness we are
incurring. I hope other members will ex-
press their views either for or against that
idea. If they do, we may be able to per-
suade the Government to do something.

At one time there was & propesal in
another place that a public works com-
mittee should be appointed, but it was
defeated. Such a committee might have
been very helpful. The idea was that
when expenditure in excess of a certain
amount was planned, the proposal should
be submitted to the committee for exam-
ination. This proposal of mine is not
political. The commitiee would consist
of representatives of all political parties
and would be helpful not only to the pre-
sent Government, but to succeeding Gov-
ernments.

Besides the indebtedness of £33 per head
for the seven-year period, we have to
consider the liability we are carrying as
our share of the Commonwealth expen-
diture. That is fairly heavy. When we
think of how the people are being loaded
up with debt and the consequent charge
against industry, we must realise that it
is about time we gave serious consideration
to the matter and tried to see where we
are going, how far we are going, and how
long we are likely to be permitted to con-
tinue this way before there is a break. I
do not think it is too late to take stock
of our financial position in Western Aus-
tralia. We can do it only from a State
point of view, but if we gave the lead, the
Commonwealth Government might follow.

The expenditure on our railways is
pretty high. The gross receipts for 1952
were £9,163,632 and the working expenses
were £10,601,91%. I know we have a de-
preciated eurrency but the expenditure for
1952 represents almost the total indebted-
ness we incurred in putting down our rail-
ways in this State. There is some lack
of control of the flnances somewhere or
other, and it is about time some organisa-
tion was set up to make a very thorough
check. Our rajlways are exceedingly costly
to run and I belleve they could be con-
ducted much more cheaply than at pre-
senf.

I know not whether what was published
in the Press was correct or not, but I read
that a lot of rails ordered by the previ-
ous Government were lying in the yards
at Midland Junction—I believe they are
there still—and could not be used because
they had been bought with money taken
from a trust fund. I have seldom heard
of anything more ridiculous than that,
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and I hope the Chief Secretary will tell
the House who authorised that statement
to be published. Every Government that
I have known since 1921 used trust funds
when short of money, but repaid them.
There is no doubt that the present Gov-
ernment will follow that course, as did
its predecessor, but such funds have sal-
ways been repaid at the due time. I hope
the Chief Secretary will clear up the posi-
tion with regard to that statement in the
Press as I have seen nothing published
to elucidate or contradict it.

Hon. C. H. Simpson: The information
was given to the Press but was not pub-
lished,

Hon. 8ir CHARLES LATHAM: In that
case the Press was not fair. It should
not publish a statement such as that to
which I have referred and then refuse the
public an opportunity of knowing the
facts. Probably the labour necessary is
not available to lay the rails, or perhaps
the money to pay for the labour is lack-
ing, but I feel that the Railway Depart-
ment could use for that purpose some of
the money it has available. We read time
after time of trucks heing derailed and I
believe that something must be radically
wrong. Either the track is in bad condi-
tion or the rollingstock is faulty, but in
view of the faect that so many new trucks
have been pui into use and new engines
provided, I believe that it is necessary fo
lay new rails as quickly as possible. I
notice in the Commissioner’s repori—I
hope what I am saying will interest
members, as we must find out how public
money is being spent—

Hon. G. Bennetts: It is being wasted
on over-administration,

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I hav:a
heard, in this House, of how the number
of railway employees has increased. If
we put on 100 men to do a labouring job,
still others have to be employed on the
clerical side.

Hon. G. Bennetts: It is not the labour-
ing side on which money is being wasted.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: During
last year, the tonnage of goods carried
by ihe railways was almost a record—in
spite of the strike which took place—as
were the earnings. It is true that freights
have been raised; but as against that, the
number of passengers carried decreased by
over a million, a5 compared with the pre-
vious year, so apparently from that angle
our railways have become obsolete.

I have heard it said that if we wish to
avoid losses on our railways we should pull
them up, but which railways are we to
pull up? If that course is followed, we
will find that the lines to be pulled up
will be those serving the people in the
dairying, pastoral and agricultural indus-
tries who ploneered and developed the
State. I am strongly opposed to the pull-
ing up of any such railways. The farmers
who went inte the back areas from 1899
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onwards did so on & promise from the
Government that railways would be built
to serve them, and that promise was
honoured.

Are we now to breach that agreement
and tear up those railways? It is said,
“Many of the farmers who entered into
that contract are now gone,” but every
man who went on the land under the
conditions to which I have referred did
so in the belief that the railways that were
laid would remain to serve those who came
after him. There is today no cheaper
method of conveying goods than that pro-
vided by railway transport.

Hon. G. Bennetts: I am glad to see I
have a supporter here.

Hon Sir CHARLES LATHAM: The pro-
posal to tear up our railways is one of
the worst I have heard put forward. It
is true that our railway system has been
neglected for a long period—much of the
time while under the control of Labour
Governments—and has fallen into a bad
condition, so that considerable time will
be taken in getting the service back to
normal, but I would point out that many
lines were laid cheaply, at a cost of only
£1,300 or £1,500 per mile. Admitiedly,
the ballasting was poor and today the
practice is to have much heavier ballast-
ing, which, of course, reduces wear and
tear. The 45lb. rails used in the agri-
cultural areas are just about worn out
but the huge amount of freight hauled
over them has yielded a great return.

In his report the Commissioner says
that last year the only payable section
of the railway system was from Northam
to Perth. Of course it was, because that
section drains the freight from all the
back country. I will fight by every means
in my power against the suggestion that
the Wiluna, Peak Hill and other lines
should be torn up. We have incurred a
liahility in constructing those railways and
it is now proposed that we should incur
a further liability in tearing them up.
If we do that, we shall have the double
liability on which to pay interest, and the
people of the areas concerned will be left
without means of transport.

Hon. L. Craig: What about the running
costs?

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: It is
said that we will push the transport on
to the roads, but there is no cheaper
method than rail haulage for the trans-
port of goods.

Hon. C. W. D. Barker: The answer is
to develop the country.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: Mr.
Craig referred to the cost of running the
railways, but we know that the £ today
is worth only about one-third of what
was its value at the time when our rail-
ways were laid. Although the farmers
will fight against increased rail freights,

I think they will realise that their goods
can be transported more cheaply by rail
than by road. Our oversea credits come
from no source other than the products
of primary industry. We could not import
rails from England, Belgium or elsewhere
if we did not export wool, wheat, oats,
barley and whatever gold the Common-
wealth Government allows us to export.

I hope members will give any legisla-
tion that may be introduced to authorise
the pulling up of agricultural lines a
hostile reception, as I am convinced
that we should honour the undertaking
that was given to the people on the land.
Qur endeavour should be to reduce the
cost of running our railways and not to
seek ways of increasing expenditure. I
feel that there are too many people-- de-
partmental and otherwise— trotiing about
the country when they should be in their
offices. Conferences are being held in
Canbherra, New Zealand and elsewhere on
every possible pretext.

Hon. N. E. Baxter: They even hold a
tw_clj-gour conference over a train heing de-
railed.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: Instead
of crying out that we want more money,
we should examine the deparimental posi-
tion in order to see how we can save
money. In that way this House could take
a step in the right direction.

Then again, I notice that there is to be
a Royal Commission appointed to inquire
into the question of the Austrian pre-fab-
ricated houses. I hope that some day there
will be provided in our archives a set of
pigeon-holes in which to place the findings
of Royal Commissions and a record of
what was done to implement them. Since
I entered this Chamber six or seven years
ago, I have been amazed at the number
of Royal Commissions appointed to in-
quire into all sorts of guestions, yet few, if
any, of the recommendations of those Com-
missions have been acted on.

In the case of the Austrian pre-fabs, we
Know that the timber was purchased over-
sea by the ordinary methods, but that it
introduced into this State a wasp, the
elimination of which cost many thousands
of pounds. It is only a waste of public
funds and the time of our departmental
officers, We should not have Royal Com-
missions unless we have good reason to
appoint them and, once appointed, we
should act on their findings.

Hon. F. R. H. Lavery: The Austrian
builders themselves say we are wasting
thousands of pounds in erecting them.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I admit
that it is a type of building that I do not
like, but that has nothing to do with me.
I also notice that the Government intends
to make progress with country sewerage
extensions. There is no reason why it
should not, but I remind the Government
that its first responsibility is to ensure that
water supplies are provided in those areas
that do not enjoy such a privilege so that
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the settlers may water their stock. I
visited the north-eastern country a short
time ago, and the people in that area are
desperately short of adeguate water sup-
plies. They have been living there for
30 or 40 years and have no permanent
source of water. The Government should
concentrate on one section when providing
water supplies and finish the job.

The present practice of working on one
side and then on the other and leaving the
centre devoid of water only means that it
will be keeping two section waiting six
years instead of having one section fin-
ished in three. By completing one section,
we would obviate a great deal of water
haulage by rail. It is of no use the Gov-
ernment saying, “We are going to supply
water for sewerage” when there is no
water being provided for stock. I hope
the Minister in this House will use his in-
fluence in Cabinet to ensure that the
Government will realise that its first
responsibility is to provide permanent
water supplies, and so deal with first things
first.

The Government now proposes to build
a community hotel at KEwinana. I did not
know that some members proposed to ask
questions aboutf this subject. For a long
time we have had seven State hotels. We
hear of people making fortunes out of such
licensed premises, and yet our State hotels
seem to make only a very small profit. I
do not know why it is, because they have
a monopoly. 1 do not think a single State
hotel has any ¢ompetition.

Hon. A. R. Jones: Not one.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: No, not
one. Do not let us build any more State
hotels. If a community hotel is desired
at Kwinana, let the people there get to-
gether and find the necessary cash. That
is the correct course to adopt. The people
at Cunderdin have a community hotel, and
they did not ask the Government to pur-
chase it and hand it over to them.

Hon. E. M., Davies: Ii is a show place.

Hon, Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I do not
know whether it is or not, but it is not
a Government function to provide hotels,
so let us leave such undertakings alone. If
a Bill is introduced for the provision of a
hotel at Kwinana, I shall not support it.
We should not mislead people into believ-
ing that we have plenty of money. Before
long the Government will be contemplat-
ing erecting picture theatres, or something
else. The function of Governments is to
govern and ensure that those facilities are
provided for the people which they can-
not provide for themselves. -

Hon. G. Bennetts: What about the local
governing bodies providing them, as is
being done in Adelaide?

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: That
hes nothing to do with me. If the local
ratepayers want to find the money, that is
quite all right. They would give effect to
the wish I have just expressed, namely,

that local people should erect their own
hotel, but do not let us have any more
State hotels. 1 remember a Labour man,
who was Premier of this State for many
years, saying to me, “No more State hotels,

- Latham, so long as my name is so-and-so.

Somebody makes a profit, but it is not the
Government."” He was a wily and sensible
chap, and he served his State well and
particularly his own peaple.

_The Minister for the North-West: Why
did not your Government sell them?

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I notice
that some of the replies given by the Chief
Secretary to the questions about week-end
fares seemed to be very weak. He said
that passengers travelling during the
week-end should not pay anything extra.
Would he support the same theory with
regard to the people who are running pub-
lic transport and who recelve extra pay
for working on Saturdays and Sundays?
If they have to be paid overtime bhecause
we are making use of their services, we
ought to pay extra for our transport.

Hon. R. J. Boylen: It is not a question
of “we”; it is @ question of those people
who do not own cars and who find fares
are excessive at the week-end.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: They are
much cheaper than the expense of run-
ning a car.

Hon. R. J. Boylen: That is why they
have to use them.

Hon. 8ir CHARLES LATHAM: If I want
to save money, I do not use my car.

Hen. R. J. Boylen: But the hon. member
can still aﬁ‘ord_a c¢ar; many people cannot.

. Hon. S8ir CHARLES LATHAM: I know it
1_: cheaper to travel by train or tram than
¥ car.

Hon. R. J. Boylen: Then why begrudge
them cheaper fares?

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I know
they are cheaper than the expense of run-
ning a car. Anyhow, I do not think t is
a wise move. What would happen if these
men objected to working on Saturdays
and Sundays? I know I have worked on
those days many a time in the past. T
think we pamper our people far too much.
If they want special services on special
occasions, they should be required to pay
for the privilege.

Some organisations have asked me to
speak about the sexual offences that have
been taking place, particularly of late. I
know the guestion is not an easy one to
deal with. We conviet the people who
commit such offences, gacl them, and then
they are released. I am satisfied that
they are not criminals as we know them,
but are suffering from a mental disease.
How to deal with the problem I know not.
I am aware that many mothers whose
children have been victims of this kind
of offence do not report the matters to
the police because they do not desire pub-
licity, and they know also that there is ho
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answer to the problem, as yet. I do not
know whether the Government has officials
who are competent to find a solution, but
I would like it to make some endeavour
to have something done. Whether a surgi-
cal operation on an offender would be
effective I do not know. The alternative is
to segregate offenders by placing them in
a farm colony for many years until they
are too old to become a pest to the com-
munity.

Hon. A. R. Jones: How old would that
be?

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: The hon.
member may know, but I do not. Recently
I was asked by a policeman in a town
I was visiting to go to the lock-up with
him because he had a prisoner there who
wanted to see me. This man had been
working in the district for a short time,
and when he saw me he burst into tears.
I wondered why he should be crying, but
he said to me, “This is not the first time
I have done this, but every time I take to
the drink, I cannot stop myself if there
are any children around.”

Hon. G. Bennetis: The best thing for
him is to cut out the booze,

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: We have
not yet been able to provide a method by
which we could tell & person to stop drink-
ing, and he would do so. That might be
the answer, but how are we to achieve it?
I would like to hear Dr. Hislop speak on
this subject, because I look to him to give
us a lead in that respect. People often
say, "It needs the attention of some of
these high-falutin’ professional men'”, for
whotn they have special names. Whether

they are specialists who treat mental.

diseases, or are brain speeialists, I do not
know; hut something should he done. Only
recently there was the case of a naked
man entering the nurses' quarters at the
Princess Margaret Hospital. There is no
doubt that there is something wrong with
that man's mind, and yet he cannot be
confined in an asylum because the doctor
who examined him would not certify that
he was insane, ‘Therefore, I ask the Gov-
ernment to take steps to inquire into this
problem as soon &s possible. I admit that
a man has to commit such an offence once
before we can treat him, but we should not
let him commit a simtlar offence a second
and third time.

Many years ago, a great fuss was made
about such a case that occurred at Mid-
land Junction. The late Thomas Walker
was Minister for Justice at the time, and
it was not long after his conviction that
the offender was released from gaol, fol-
lowing which he caused Mr. Walker to
suffer a great deal of criticism, because
the man went to Sydney, and committed
a similar offence. At the time, the Press
published a statement on the case, and
it was that which probably brought it to
my mind. The perpetrators of such a
crime undoubtedly suffer from a disease

of some sort, but how it can be treated I
do not know. Nevertheless, we should have
some legislation to ensure that onece s
man has committed such an offence he
should not be glven an opportunity of
committing a similar offence.

Unfortunately, as I mentioned previously,
a great many of these cases do not come
to light because the parents of the child-
ren concerned shrink from publicity. The
Children’s Protection Society came into
existence to help children, and time and
agaln it has done its best to achieve its
objects whenever anything can be done,
but I think it is the duty of the Govern-
ment to take steps to find some remedy
for the problem, In ¢onclusion, I hope the
relationship between those on this side of
the House and those on the other will be
just as amicable as it has been in the past.

On motion by Hon, J. G. Hislop, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 5.59 p.m.
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